A unique collaborative network for diabetes education.
The DCNH is a unique collaborative venture in outpatient diabetes education. We believe it can serve as a model for rapidly developing standardized diabetes education in geographically dispersed communities. The heart of the organization is the educators' meeting, which enables an extensive sharing of ideas and information that benefit all patients in the region. The features crucial to our success have been (1) administrative leadership with a nursing management or educator background, (2) data collection and analysis, (3) local development of an educational curriculum based on ADA standards, and (4) centralized medical and administrative directors who are available to meet individual program needs. However, we are most indebted to the farsighted and strong commitment of our member hospitals to diabetes care in their communities.